Ureteric injuries during gynaecological surgery.
Thirty-two patients with 35 ureteric injuries encountered during gynaecological surgery are presented. Their mean age was 41 years. Eight ureteric injuries were recognized during surgery, the nature and sites of injury were diagnosed peroperatively using an illuminated size 5 F ureteric probe (Storz) passed through a cystoscope. Three ureteric injuries were diagnosed during convalescence as continuous drainage of urine or urinoma collection, while three patients developed total anuria due to ligation of both ureters. Eighteen patients presented with late urinary fistulae, being uretero-uterine in 8 and ureterovaginal in 10. The ureteric injury occurred during emergency Caesarean section in 15 patients, the indication for Caesarean section being obstructed prolonged labour in 70% of them. Twelve urinary fistulae followed hysterectomy. Intravenous urography, antegrade and retrograde ureterography were useful methods of locating the sites of the fistulae. Ureteroneocystostomy was performed in 18 patients, utilizing a Boari flap in 3 and a bladder psoas hitch in 2. Other methods of treatment are discussed. The mean follow-up was 3 years.